
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We started FY23 off with a big, big project. Years of leaks had rendered the basement rooms of the 
original Library building uninhabitable. So we dug out the dirt, sealed and insulated the walls, installed 
drainage and restructured the landscape to eliminate this old issue. We’ll refurbish the interior after 
the limestone walls have dried out completely. Hey, what should we do with those rooms? 

Ok, the real landscaping is yet to come, but we did reseed the front & side lawns. 

All of our HVAC system was installed eons ago. So we installed three new HVAC 
units, two upstairs and one downstairs, and we installed a “whole house” dehumidifier too. 

Lighting Replacement: Upstairs we installed new LED lighting in the suspended light fixtures and in the 
recessed lighting on the stage in the children’s area. Maybe our cardboard tree will start growing. 

Front Entrance: We replaced the damaged wooden door with a metal one. It looks the same, but it’s 
stronger and lighter and will last a lot longer. It’s safer too. It has a crashbar for easy exit.

 We replaced all of the tall windows in the building to get back to the 
original 1904 style of windows. The difference is these are high efficiency, metal-framed ones. They 
have the historical look with all the modern energy savings. 

Stained Glass: Our stained glass was removed, releaded & repaired, and then set back in place with 
protective coverings that will prevent any future warping or damage, and they look fabulous! 

What’s next? Repairs to the building are still necessary. Upcoming projects might include repair of 
gutters, soffits, fascia and trim, painting of same, and possibly some tuckpointing for the exterior, and 
maybe some carpet and blinds inside. We’re going to do a Space Needs Assessment on the basement 
rooms to determine their best use. And we’ll begin planning The Young Reading Garden in the 
greenspace on the west side of the building. The plans for the future are big. We welcome your input! 

 

Have you noticed that The Friends of the Library  

group has been a little elusive over the past few years?  

Well, they’re back! Members of the group have formed  

a new board and are eager for your input and assistance. The  

purpose of the group is to establish a closer relationship between  

the Library and the people it serves and to promote informed interest  

in the Library’s functions, resources, services, and needs. To find out more  

email friendsofthelibrarychariton@gmail.com or stop in the Library to pick  

up a membership form. Donate, volunteer and make an impact in our community! 

We’re always eager to hear what kind 
of programming you’d like most. It 
will help guide us to the best use of 
Library time and money. Don’t be 
shy. This is your Library!  
We’re also eager to offer you space 
and supplies and support for your 
own group efforts. Our meeting room 
is free to use. We stock a lot of craft 
supplies. Ask us about it! 

Love  
this  

Library!  
This year will 

mark 120 years 
since our 

Library  was 
formally 

dedicated on 
October 28, 

1904. 



  

All the work we're doing on the Library facility involves various sources of funding.  

We apply for grants and we're using previously donated  
bequest funds to make our capital projects possible.  

We also have a fundraising campaign ongoing.  
Would you partner with us as we move forward  

to complete our building projects?   
Donations to the Chariton Free Public Library  
are tax deductible as charitable contributions. 


