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STATISTICAL REPORT OF THE
e, e e e R LIBRARY,

for the year ending D\, QM—
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Book Account.

Additions.
Number of books in library at beginning of fiscal year ......... e R AR R S 3 S - \b ﬁ =
Number added: by PUXChAse : s « ««vviiitelssinis Sa s issiai sl o s nsii v s on g-r$°
(New books............ Duplicates............ Replace copies. ..........)
] S O O DO s v s P A SN S o 2
PINEING . o s e Salahias S A S I A KR A
exchange..... S el ) a A TA S AT e R S A I S ST o
Total additions for fiscal year ...... SO0 L S I T p ey s SRR S s 35’-\
Withdrawals,
Number of books condemned .. ... ... I o R X s S Eeﬁ'
(Baoks worn out, destroyed on aceount ol‘ contuglo? ete.)
books lost by borrowers...... ety i Al R e T s e e R N LSO 2
(Of this number............ were paid for.)
booke mIBgIng e o 2y s i Gt o e T S e g-
bookg solad G vt st s ot o O e T e
Total withArawals forBRCRYFORY, . v vnin v sivee soievsns ansesiosisoss O s S e .3.0
MNumber of volumes: i the bra ey e s s s vieaa o e ey e AT A e et \&%D
Classified List of Books,
ADDITIONS, TorAn NUMBER IN LinRARY.
CLASSES. Circulating Department. i Circulating Department.
Reference, Reference.
Adults. Children. Adults, Children.
General works..
3 80T 111 ) e S SRN BRSPS
Rellglon s i s ivvueevoritousansssesy
BOOIOIORY  <oe s korniones i ssis e cueamnsnsson
BTN TV M sty T IRIRT A R R,
Natoral 8o1anoe .. ... uiid vasassannass as
Useful arts, ...... ..

BB AT S v vr s n N ay's aenins v asas enesuasa
A ROTRETER 35 jevsssessisonissns ot bobasnoses

CLRMRE Gl s s L as toson's xeniaan e s e
History
Biography , ....

1 T N S P L T T T P S C AT YT
Ui B. documEeDtS, o o vonsessntasssosssne
State documents. ......ccvevvviiiiees o0
School duplicate collection.............
Bound periodicals.........
GOrTAN DOOKE: ) avesreossinss iononss
French DOOKE s v svesssivisssasssvevsrass |

Norwegian books......cocevuvvnnnnnnnas. I

Swedish bookS. ...ccoeieisiancrvssssacnas
POl DOOREM o sanv sassivse sasunsnsare
Bohemian books..........covieunens




Pamphlets.
Number in the library at beginning of fiscal year ......... .o ciiieniieeciiiiiianines -
Numberadded: by gift. .. «owo\oauiseis sneiiseolssesosaeslonnie A N X e e P e

purchase....\....

Total number of pamphlets’ in the library........co.coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiine coanen
Binding.

Volumes of periodicals bound ........c.coov vienreenenniererostotsecerasscsscasaseses F\ %

Number of Dooks rebounaA « ... ..vuscessvsssssesessanssvsssasssassesosssnssasnsnsss 1&

Average number of times new book circulates before rebinding ...

What five new books showed the smallest circulation before rebinding............cocoiivninn.

............................................................................................

....................................

Number of talks given on the care of books...........coivvieiiniiinens e R O

Circulation Statistics.

FroM MAIN LIBRARY. THROUGH SCHOOLS, F"°“S‘}‘;ﬁ§§§§ SIAND
CLaAssES. Total. Percentage.
Adults. Children. Adults, Children. Adults, Children.

General works..?}? \ 5

Philosophy ...t Fl

Religion .....coovuve s 2.3 Y&\ \

Sociology ..... «eveen 8 & \ \ Qo

LAnguage. ....coee cos 5

Natural science ...... ¢ i | S 14('

Useful arts .......oo0. 2.3 1

JINO ¥ s essssrasssss 3 5 3 Q

Literature............ = 9 \ 5 Z_

DAL s et oxsi \ - 5 2. O

EEREORY g s aernaseias a.zqr- 5110

Biography .. .....oee \ 5"( 5ﬂ

Riotlon ovsvansssas] T\ 5&’[ A4%Q 5

German books........

French books. ........

Norwegian books.....

Swedish books.. ....

Polish books..........

Bohemian books... ..

Current periodieals .. 5 5 S

Traveling library.....
el (e BE Syt IR RN, | (SRR . S L XSTAD
Number of days library has been open for circulation ... B % Y
Average daily cireulation ... ......viiitiiie i i i i e °\'5
Largest daily circulation \%rfoSmallest daily circulation. ) D Semtest weelthy chrewdntion. . ..
Increase in circulation of books for adults. ........oooieiiiiiiiiiiiii i ians \'\QS
Lo wiit olass iathe gadn langeat. . ... ... 0.0 ii i it it O ROTae
Increase in circulation of children’s booKS. ....vvvrereniiiniiiiiiie i i iieennns %3@
Percentage of children’s books circulated . .......ooviiniiiiiiiiiii i iien i, ‘T\’ro

o NS

...................................

Number of volwnes in the ren{ing collection of duplicate:

Cost of the collectiok. Income from the collection.

fiction cirenlated ... ciiiiisiesesensis
Circulation frow\this collectio

Do readers appiove of the plah ......



Registration of Borrowers.

Number of borrower’s cards in force at date of last reportm ; \ A W
LONANA  ARANAD .

AL = Children under 16 ) -
cards issued during fiscal year ..........oevvvniiinonns g AN e e e 4T e s o s S % :)b
(Adults é?'étz\‘ Children under IB.QI‘. 55)
(New names ............ Re-registration ........... )
cards withArawn Auring the FEar ...\ %\ .. iviiees coeeseesnasssnnsaoassssssasssos .
(Expiration ,..............s Cancellation ....ccovcvveevies )

Fotal numberof Carads TN fOPCE Al AATE e xaisians e ot e i s s ereie s s oisie s s slatare A ETEA &1&
Number of cards held by ConDIIY POOPIO «cct tvesonitinsssesssssssansssvissamns seossonbos ey 4?5

(w‘ 8 T o s -1/ 14 i o

Naaber of readess-helding wo casds.or.sposial-nen-fiebion-vands. .. .. ... ..........co00iunnn..

For how long a period are cards issued.. .... a, ; T O o A S LS s

Reference Department,.
Is there a separate reference room. ......." MS............ table........ IR R

Approximatenumber of gtudents ... ..
Number of reference lists made . ). w o, W 5 W
J I

exhibits w.ﬁuu}n.‘d.o.«.@).?& JESNEVT B U-1-E SN S, TN
. R R, Do
Has there been an’s noticeab\e cre

......................................................

been adwertised

.......................................................................................

Hgs the library peen systematically advertised in the local papers N %\kx m
%W RSB';&% ; )
W1t has been done in the way of systematic struction in the use of the library BT,

...........................................................................................

What systematic work has been done for clubs and debating socie@s.,am. M i

?MMWJM ........................

............................................................................................

Number of clubs Kaving programs on file in\the library agd regulanbulletin space............
special class lists pur%hed (lu% the year..\........ l\ .........................

volumes and pamphle

in local history collectidn. ....... .....

.................................................................................

Reading Room. a
Number of week days open ... ‘6 ............. Number of hours per day .......... Bt

Average daily attendance. K—G ............................................................

Namberof Suadays-eper. \)m : WM - H i

Suaday seaders W%Qlﬁ
periodicals subscribed for

........................................................

oy & e S S R T D O O A D R I B 3 ST
Has reading room been open on legal holidays. n—@ ........................................
AvernpoRoliday et tondace T i S R SN Ve v s ala e ek e s e e v e ey e e s
Cost ofGS&ldny s&vice ......................... Of holiday 8ervice......oconvieennneseesnns.

Work with Schools,

rarian




Finance,
ng::xpended balance... .~ G 5 \ .:5 QL .................. f G 5,3 ﬁ
: %WQM S a1 3

Special funds .. ............ L o D e S oD o N I A PSSy £ o S

T L s B o) L T S R I SIS S PARN

City appropriation .

Y a2 R R P R T A O KA

a0 Fram NONTORIAODEE . /vl v e da's s s neismabiaials inis s s/ases sie & s /amion sin aaianivale i ‘3.30 %
Total receipts ... LI -0 1o IR~ WL SN R %0%.a5‘ \

Expenditures. % 5 QQ

A A o O A A e A S YA S B~ = S R S A A S S

BT I o s R S B A S R st s B e o S S P S S e S O8O et
Janitor service ..... I A T R T # ................................... &.a 55- |
Salaries...... ¥ ﬁ.&&%,qﬁ%gﬁ%i53,go ,

R DTS AN A DEON BT ONE it e o e A e e el e e s e b L e e e B e {
HOEnIre A A EEATOR TN 1oty e s v s S e iy AR et s e e e o \o.) .4t0 |
P R Y gt A T AT T ST skt e T T R T e 1 oo T D O

PR ATy AT OAL IO SUPDIOE s s el e S56 8 /a0 5165508 B30 61578 0b)5:9:83. 8 4755518500 0.03 67400, 570,8 \% \ 5

IBBBEATO ANCIL O XDYOBEL S & iistivz s srmiins xieliia seuiaivie s siere Sasieiaine Ao d A A s se s e e W T S e A I

Books ....... \ a0133

L G Y T R N R A A T S T A T T R T R e O PR RO 4\"3 ' 35
T T o e B e i b s R L AT B e % ‘*‘ JS 0

AT T Y T U AR e e 0 AT st B e S N e o SRR SISO I L8 SRR e R I o
Miscellaneous...?,.D;..bgﬁ.. BIRBN. sy i
o e e R St 3 o SO0
(Specify unus
' ame
ROV AT

Summary Table.
INumben oV BTN EBOUADFREY 1 12:c vistemseivis srne scaislsie s aianse sl ars s ¥/ oieres va suwssiel e me menye \ 6%6
Total circulation during the fiscal year........cocovvrveeiiiieeiinriveseessanen \ a%\ Q \
Number of borrowers’ cards in force .........ceeceviiiveiere civininiansns ﬁ SRR &-1 %
Hiotal-recerpte for the fiscal year .o coiiirsivi i v i vvan v %Q ,a.b-

expenditure for the fiscal year....................... e e ﬁ : 6 ofa.. \ % i

Signature of librarian: |- -5 1

L o O O e A I A T BN |

I have carefully read this report and with the consent of the library board submit it to the Council and to
the F'ree Library Commission.

................................................

................................................

Seeretary.



%o the Board of 1‘!!‘6&00!!‘110!4!:!’»7,
n, I

The Fourth Annual Report of the Free Publie Library for the
Y

vear ending Dec. 31, 1902 is hereby submitted g; statistieal records
fummished by the Iowa Library Commission.

The growth of interest in the library has been most encouraging,

for the year ' :
the total eireculation of books beins 14,101, which shows ag inerease of
. 1765 in the use of books by adults and 936 by children.

236 3
LS 2 The first of the yesr a new series of readers' cards was is-

= 5
a2

sued and the only departure from the prewious plan was the omission of
the fee of ‘ cherged for each reader's eard. With the new issue of
cards, 1t is p,onijlo to make an accurate r-epo.rt_ on the number of read=-
muldﬁtwdlinfomnnmm '
_The binding of the uguinon has added n&torin.lly ta the ref-
he steady mcum in the use of the reeding room
% has mud;ed the fact mest forcibly that it is not large enough to
: ’ﬂ' comfortably an su patrons. "As the library must be conducted

| ‘-% upon the .game buginess primciples as any commercial enterprise, it is

|

A
bl

g P

:

'," only through an menm in maintenance fund that it ecan satisfactorily
: supply the demand of this increased patronm '

i Owing to other official duties, my time has been given to tle
| direction of the gemeral work of the library, the purchase of books, etc.,
but the essistart, Wiss Cook, has most efficiently and satisfaectorily

earried on the routine of the works

Respectfully lubmitt m . ;
) /
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To the Haara ot Trustees ot the P?PPltog‘Vunl1c L1 brary:

o
Your cormpritee ,elected Jany. 191408, 40 select a site tor a
Kree Punlie Hinlaire unaer tne otter ot Mp.Carnesie,maqe Jany., 19,1908,

suhbmit+ the fallnwine repors:

The mas+er throuech Mayor ﬁlexnrnengﬁhﬂwtten to the
JANy., 22,108,285 +0 whetner +npey woula accept tne otrter ,DPOV1ae 2
Stte anad not less than $1000.00 yearly mal1ntenance,.Thls was unant-
mously proviaea tor and by resolution of tne counel mAYOR Alexander
w2s addea +0 $31a commrtee.Time nas peen t2ken to eonsldder t¢he
relative merits ot a numher of loeatroans: nut L:,?k‘!n“ TNty eonsiaeraa.
tIon SY7Z® ot 1n+s.2nd central lnnatvwn,re*reﬁt the husIness eenter,
200 Propabr lrty of tusure erow+tn nt the Crty XC., , YOUT COMMIttEe nas m
selec+ed tor ynur ennsiderssran as a S1te the east nalt of 1ot NoO
€190t ana the south |17 and one-m it teel off of the east halft of
1ot five,Rlock evoht in the or1ein2al plat of Cpar1+on.Makine as an
eéntire site a irontace on kracen-Ave,otf 82 Xone,-palf teet ana (00

tfee+ on erehth street.This loeation caun we segurca tor ‘3"25&10-.00.

In tne apsence of Mr.T.M,.Stuart,one ot your comml ttee we attach
his statement 29 +o his idess and W1Shes and desire 1t +t0 pecome a

part or our Tenort.. & y _é
. -E%;QQE§2>KZ%642A> —

the eounell,

Com.
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Chariton, Iowa, March Stn, 1903.
The Honorable Board of Trusteces of Chariton Free Public Liprary:

Expecting to oe necessarily Absent for a few weeks 1
take this method of expressing to you my ideas about the loccation for
our neéw Library Buildinge It seens to me that our ultimate obJeet
should be tc obtain a loeation as near tihe center of population as we
can. My first idea of such location was that it should be in &
public place; per nhaps on the Public Square, out my viewé in tois
respect have changed, and I now think 1t snould oe located at some
place which would be more quiet, and as near the center as possiple,
on a corner lot with as good surroundings as possiole- either on tne
Crocker lot East of tne Nertn-east corner of tnc square or oo Mmrs.

Holmes lot East of the South-east corner of the square. wmr. Crocker’s
lot is mueh the iargest and certainly tne mest valuaple for aay
purpose, unless it would pe for the purpose of a Liprary Bulldlng.
The Holmes lot, o rather one-nasf lot, I Supposec would DE amply
sufficient in size for our building, giving us & ciear way for lignt
and air all around theé building. I nave ex& ined several locations,
and my Ju&gment is that one of tne above lots snould be seiected.

I have talked with Mrs. Holines, ame wulil€ sie does not appear anxlous
to sell, I think we could purchase her cne-nalf lot for $1800. or
$2000,00 wnile Mr. Crocker perhaps could not afford tc sell nis lot
for less than apout $3,500.00. I would pe entirely satisfied witn
gither of these lots &t tuc prices named tnat a majority of tihe board
would agree upon.

Very respectfully

T K FeaT,
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To The Honmorable Mayor And Council Of The City Of Chariton:
I On the thirteenth day of Jan. 1903, an offer of
2 a Free Public Library, was made to the City of Charitonm,
i by Andrew Carnegie, vroviding the city would secure a site, 9.
i and provide a maintenance fund of not less than $1,000.00 '
- per year.
F This matter was presemted to the Council on the 1
3 twenty-second day of .Jan. 1903, and favorable action taker
' and the Mayor being added to the Committee on site, elect=d
& by the Board,this Committee re'ported to the Board of

P rpustees of the Chariton Free Public Library, on the thirty-
first day of March 1903, that they had selec‘ed a plat of
rﬂ ground, consisting of the east half of Lot.s, and 17 1/2
feet of the east half of Lot 5, in Block No. 8 in original
plot of Chariton, meking a frontage of 82 1/2 feet on BE.den
Avenue, and 100 feet on Eighth Street, priced to us at
$2,500.00. This report was unanimously arproved by the
Board, 2nd it now only remains that your Honorable Body g
tske such zction as shall complete the accertance of Mr,

Carnegie's offer by ycur resolution of Jan. twenty-second



March 31, 1903.

: The Library Board met Tuesday evening Méreh 31, 1903, in the parlors
_'Lf the First National Bank.
Present, The President, Miss ?cCormick, Mrs. Gibbon, Mr. Crips,

Dr. Boynton and Miss Brown.
: The minutes of Jan. 23rd, were read and approved.
The President requested the Secretary to rcad the minutes of meéting
on Jan. 20th, showing ayyointment of Committee on Site. When this was
- done, the President said, in the absence of lr. Cfocker, the Ghairman

of Site Committee, he would rresent and ask the Secretary to reéd, the

report of the Committee, as here appended.

GRS SUv— .

The President said as the site selecteg by the Gommittee is owned
i by Mr. Crocker, he took no action in the matter, and the report was sign-
' ed by Uayor Alexander and himself, ana tne written statement of lr T. M.
Stuert, now absent from town , was considered as an endorsement cof said
report. Mr. Stuart's statement and Mr. Crocker's profosition to sell
- gite selected by Committee, was also read, and here appended,
Migg McCormick moved that the Board approve the report of the Com-
'mittee to yurchase Mr. Crocker's 16t 82 1/2 x 100 feet, This motion was
unanimously carried.
.« It was then moved that the President appoint a building Committee of
five; said Committee to include himself as member ex officio. Motion
. earried unanimously. ‘
" The President then said he would reserve the selection of the Com-
! mittee until létér, éﬁd would fheﬁ notify‘£he members appointed. He
2lso desired that the said Committee should select its own Chairman.
The Secretary read the report of Library for year ending Dec. 31,
11902, and on motionm report was accepted. On motiom, a bill of $1.15, for
extra help at Library was allowed.

The Secretary reyorted $755.26, as fund. for Library maintenance oy
1903. The Secretary was instructed to submit the report on the select-

ion of the site, to the Couneil. |

Meeéing then adjourned.



Present, The President, Mrs. Dewey, Miss. McCornmick, Dr. Boynton
and Miss Brown.

Minutes of March 31, were read and aproved.

It was moved thau tne tax levy for maintanance of Library for year
1904, be 2 (two) mills on assessed valuation of city 65”;~—-§har1ton.
Motion carried,

The President said that Mayor Bowen had reapyointed the three mem-
,)prs of the Board, whose time expired July lst. The members ‘aprointed
.‘w years, are Mrs. Dewey, ¥r. fay and Miss Brown.

¥r. Gay, as shairman of iunding eo-ltteo, read a rerort of work
:br.glt seid @ommittee to date. The report was weopm and ordered spread
: the minutes. '
the bill of $47.64 expense of four members of Building Comnittee
" in inspecting library buildings, was allowed.
It being time for the annual electicn of officers, on motionm, the
; resent officers were continued. ' '
. Gay, President, liss Brown Seeretary, Miss MeCormick Treasurers

| ‘Tne meeting then adjourned. %WM
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10 THE HONORABLR MAYOR AMD COUNCIY OF THE CITY OF CHARITON:

On the 13th day of Junumry, 1903, an offer of {10,000 for a
MQ_Pnh‘uc Lidrary bullding was mads ¢ the olty of fTharlton by Andrew
lirﬁ:do on condition that the elty should provide a site mad & nmainten=
ance fund of $1,000 per year. This matter wus presonted to your Nomorable
body on Jem, 2, 10205} ths proposition war acoepted and the Mayor was
added to the Committee on site appointed by the Boerd of Lidbrary Trustecs,

At & meeting of the Lidbrary Trusteas on Egh, 31, 1903, the
Bite Committees reported that they had selected the following deserided
properiy:

® 1/2 of Lot 8 and § 17-1/2 ft. of E 1/2 of Lot 5 all in Bleck
8 in original plat of Chariton, making e frontege of 82=1/2 ft, on Braden
Ava, and 100 ft. on Eighth St. fur the consideration of $2,500,

7
\ This repert was unsnimously acoepted snd approved by Board of
Librery Trustees and is now presonted to your lenorable body for the )
T necessary soticn leading to the transfer of the preperty to the oty for i

lidrary purposos.
Bosyectfuily submitted,

Pregicant.

Sseretary.

Chariton, Io
aprii 2, 1903,



- Publiec Library.--Submitted to Board

\with the experience thus geined it was determined to erect a

- b?
KReported progress of Euilding Committee of the Chariton

+ of Trustees June 29, 1903.
At 2 meetingz of the Board held Mch. 31, 1963, Thomas

Ggy was elected a member of the Committee to formulate plans,

and construet a library building under the conditicns of a

gift ma.de by Nr Andrew Carnegie Jan. 13 1905 and accepted

‘ny ,tm cJ.ty ef Ghariton .Ta.n. 22, 1903.

YR m

lr. Ga.y Was authorized to select and aproint four

other members of the Board and these five were to constitute
the Zuilding Committee of the Iibrary Boaa'd. Hiss Margaret
W. Brown, F. R. Crocker, T. M. Stuart and Dr. F. H. Boynton
ware gelected andd_itfge city counell afterward aprointed Yayor

I: M. Bowe+s an additional member. After the organization

o.f Cormittee by the electlon of Mr. Gay as Chairman and Miss H
Brown as qecretary and Vice-Chaiman, it was decided that an

inspection of a few recently constructed libraries was de-

s:.ra‘ble in order that the Committee might come in acta.vﬁ eon-

bu,ﬂa\wx Corarn '\-\\Cé
tact with their working forece and learn froam them what it was

wise to do and noet to do,

and also to study their architecturael

appee.rarce and learn something of what we couldbc onstruct’%’vith l._1

the means. available. & }-—*
The libraries of Newton, Grinnell, Eldora and Mar- I

shalltown were visited by four members of tle Committee and

Gy

e







M&amen: -

I rerein submit for youf congideration the report of Librorian

and Bomra of Trustees of tne Chariton Free Fublic Library, for the year

ending December 31, 1903.

Book account, classification, reference, reading room and fi-

nance are spown in detail.
%e ncte with satisfuzetion thet the lergest increase in circu=
_lation has been in books of travel. Greater ;nterest.in works relating <
d e odn ‘builder's lltaraxure has boen.manitestw
_— Thn ac?ien'ef 52:“§Bara cf 1rust°es somc ,ears 51nce in pro-

Students

——

widing for = proper reference depart-ent, has borme good fruit.
of our schoolg and other patrons are.constantly growing more numerous,

'“J!ﬁﬁhaﬁdﬁiﬁﬂvu;syontemplated for 1904, the ref=rence room of the new

111 be great interest and profit.
Your attontion is ecalled tc that part of Librarian's teport rc--

s For wnich you heve 'm_ggs g;oxlglon for main-

e, and jrovided site.
;%hfginé cnmmzttee have spent ma@astzap,snd care in'plﬁﬁﬁggi

tﬁll 1 represant economy of management »nd also meet

-'1ties of future growth of ropulaticn and patronage, and which

.or.,-f.?.

ég"
the me=csc
will be worthy of ycur géﬁérosity and thet of Mr. Carnegie.

Pres. Poard cof Trusteces.



%o the Board -of Trustees of the Free Public Library, Chari ton,Ia.:

' In submitting the fifth annual report of our Free Public Li-
braryy for the year ending Dec. 31, 1903, i# is indeed gratifying to
consider the progress of the library during the past year which includes
the most notable event in its history since the city voted to maintain
it as & free educational institution.

Mr. Carnegie's gift of a building came at a most wmuspicious
time, for with the continued increase of readers using the reading room
the capacity of the library to accommodate them has been taxed to the
utmost. 28?:?§¥fowers' cards have been issuedthis year, i28 of which were
to children, making a total of 1106 cards in force, not including forty-
five issued to people in the country for which the nomimal charge of
25{ per gqguarter is made.

A careful estimate shows 9888 visitors to the reading room.
During the winter, there is an average of thirty-five boys who spend
their evenings in the reading room and while some come only to look at
the pictures an ever increasing number become interested in the splendid
collection of magazines upon the tables and such silent influence can not
be over-estimated in the development of better citizenship.

To administer a library upon a sound amd financial basis, it is

necessary to make a just division of the funds in the severel depart-

ments. To add to the reference department by the bi__.
zines, to keep the collection of books in good shaﬁe through rebinding,
beside the many other expenses absolutely necesssry to maintain a proper-
ly organized institution renders it impossible with our small maintenance
fund to make an expensive purchase of new bocks. It has, thefefore, bzen
impossible to supply our readers with as much of the new fiction as they
desire. One copy is not adequate to supply the demand for such a whole-
some story as that about Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm or the brave and true
Little Shepherd of Kingdom Come. But while an occasional book is dupli-
cated, it is impossible to add enough copies to supply the immediate
demand, which, when the pacssing interest 1s satisfied, would leave us
with many copies of cne book that the public had forgotten or ceased to
325233. Furthermore, with a limited fund for book purchase, it does not
seem wise to expend too large a proportion for aich books and thus limit



the purchase of books of a more szs;téntial character.

It is the plan of your book committee to add each year to the
differen#e classes of literature and sc in time provide a representative
collection under each subject. It is interesting to note that 673 books
of travel were issued this year of which 460 were juvenile. This shows
a total gain in the use of nearly 300 in travel and the largest circula-
tian of any one of the classed books. The total circulation for the
year 1is 14,879, s gain of 797 over preceding years.

The librar y has been the rec#pient of a numb:sr of books dur-
ing the year, among them being a valuable set of the American Short Horn
heddll book and Official Records of the War of the Rebellion presented by
S. HE. Mallory.

sl

the assistant Librarisn o
., Miss Cook attended the Iowa Summer Library School which is

A
held at the State Univepsity each summer by the Iowe Library Commission.
She took the two-week's course ih children's work under Miss Annie Carrall
Moore, a recognized authority on the subject.

Mr. Carnegie's proposition of Jank 13, 1903 to erect a library
building to cost $10,000 on condition that the Council by resolution
should agreeto maintein a free public library at a cost of not less
than $1,000 a year and provide a suit able site for the building was
promptly accepted. building

During the year, the plans for the library have been slowly
and earefully developed. After the lot was puPchased by the city some
members of your building committee made a tour of inspection of several
library buildings in the state and after thus obéining a basis for com-
parison and a knowledge of the needs and requirements ®r a library, they
selected as architects the firm of Patton & Miller of Chiceago, library
specialists who will have supervision of the building =s well as prepa-
ration of the plans and specifications. Your building committee believes
the accepted plan most excellent and satisfactory in every respect. The
plan provides smple space for general reading room, children's room and
shelving of books, room for future growth being taken in® consideration
by adop¥ing a plan which is easily capable of extension. To adequately

maeke provision for future requirements in size of rooms mnd to finish the

main floor im an acceptable manner it will be impossible to finish‘



-

the lecture room and the local history room on the ground floor with the
building fund provided by Mr. Carnegie, but it is hoped that the interest
and pride of oume citizens in this public institution may lead to the
finishing of the entire buildinge. Eeﬂf\‘,ﬂ

The contractors, Messrs. Johnson & By, having laid the
foundation this fall, will be ready to take up the work as soon as the
weather permits in the Spring. It is expected that the building will be
ready for occupancy in geptember and with a permanent home for the 1li-
brary there is eveyy reasocn to believe that another year will show even
more marked advancement than the present year has showns i1 practical

service to the community.
Respectfully submitted,

g i 11, vz
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1 have carefully read this report and with the approval of the library board submit it to the ity council and to the
Towa Library Commission. /
............ 7Presldent.

Secretary.



