Chariton Free Public Library 
Board Meeting Policy
(Approved 3/12/26)
This policy serves to ensure transparency, accountability, and efficient decision-making for the Board, which is responsible for the Library's overall stewardship. 
The Library Board meets monthly on the second Thursday of the month at 5:30 pm. Online access for each meeting is included in the posted agenda. Agendas are posted twenty-four hours prior to each meeting. The Board is committed to conducting its meetings in an orderly, efficient and productive manner allowing the Board’s regular agenda to be completed. 
Minutes of each meeting summarizing key discussions, decisions, votes, and action items are recorded and available to the public.
Code of Iowa Chapter 21.3 Meetings of governmental bodies.
1. Meetings of governmental bodies shall be preceded by public notice as provided in section 21.4 and shall be held in open session unless closed sessions are expressly permitted by law. Except as provided in section 21.5, all actions and discussions at meetings of governmental bodies, whether formal or informal, shall be conducted and executed in open session.
All meetings of the Library Board are open to anyone who may wish to observe the proceedings. Public participation at Board meetings is limited to the public forum as set out in the agenda.  At all other times during the meeting the public will not be recognized to speak unless requested to do so by the presiding officer. Speakers wishing to address the Board should state their name and purpose and speak for no more than five (5) minutes, unless otherwise permitted by the presiding officer. 
Board members may ask questions of the speaker for clarification, but cannot engage in discussion or debate during public forum. No discussion or action on items raised in public forum can be undertaken at a meeting unless an agenda item. 
Public Forum during a Library Board meeting shall not be used to solicit funds or other support for an individual or group’s personal or political gain. 
Code of Iowa Chapter 351—5.4(2) b. Specific Prohibitions:
Using public resources to solicit votes, engage in campaign work, or poll voters on their preferences for candidates or ballot issues. The prohibition on polling voters by using public resources does not apply to authorized research at a public university.
Code of Iowa Chapter 21.5 Closed Session
1. A governmental body may hold a closed session only by affirmative public vote of either two-thirds of the members of the body or all of the members present at the meeting. A governmental body may hold a closed session only to the extent a closed session is necessary for any of the following reasons:

a. To review or discuss records which are required or authorized by state or federal law to be kept confidential or to be kept confidential as a condition for that governmental body’s possession or continued receipt of federal funds.
b. (omitted – not pertinent to libraries)
c. To discuss strategy with counsel in matters that are presently in litigation or where litigation is imminent where its disclosure would be likely to prejudice or disadvantage the position of the governmental body in that litigation.

d. (omitted – not pertinent to libraries)
e. (omitted – not pertinent to libraries)
f. (omitted – not pertinent to libraries)
g. (omitted – not pertinent to libraries)
h. To avoid disclosure of specific law enforcement matters, such as allowable tolerances or criteria for the selection, prosecution, or settlement of cases, which if disclosed would facilitate disregard of requirements imposed by law.
i. To evaluate the professional competency of an individual whose appointment, hiring, performance, or discharge is being considered when necessary to prevent needless and irreparable injury to that individual’s reputation and that individual requests a closed session.
j. To discuss the purchase or sale of particular real estate only where premature disclosure could be reasonably expected to increase the price the governmental body would have to pay for that property or reduce the price the governmental body would receive for that property.
2. The vote of each member on the question of holding the closed session and the reason for holding the closed session by reference to a specific exemption under this section shall be announced publicly at the open session and entered in the minutes. 
A governmental body shall not discuss any business during a closed session which does not directly relate to the specific reason announced as justification for the closed session.
3. Final action by any governmental body on any matter shall be taken in an open session unless some other provision of the Code expressly permits such actions to be taken in closed session.
4. A governmental body shall not exclude a member of the governmental body from attending a closed session, unless the member’s attendance at the closed session creates a conflict of interest for the member due to the specific reason announced as justification for holding the closed session.
5. a. A governmental body shall keep detailed minutes of all discussion, persons present, and action occurring at a closed session, and shall also audio record all of the closed session.
5. b. (1) The detailed minutes and audio recording of a closed session shall be sealed and shall not be public records open to public inspection.
6. Nothing in this section requires a governmental body to hold a closed session to discuss or act upon any matter.
Source: https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/21.pdf
